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 A community newsletter for Long and Brier Islands

 Passages
 The Long and Brier Island News

  What you have in your hands
is the very first edition of a
newsletter for and about the
people of Long and Brier
Islands.
   Its goal is to let people on the
Islands know what is going on
in their own community.
  Church suppers, dances,
school news, community
events…with your help they’ll
all be listed in our Community
Calendar section.
.   And there’s other news on
the Islands as well.
   What’s happening with the
search for a new doctor?
  What’s all this talk about a
trail?
   What’s happening with all
that fancy computer equipment
we got for the Library,
Schools, and Museum?
  That’s what this newsletter is
about.  But it will only succeed
with your participation.
   We need you to let us know
what is going on.  We need
you to write a short article, or
poem, or tell us about your
community event.
  Or you can submit a photo for
our contest: Who (or what) is
that?
 It’s your newsletter.  Enjoy!

Published by the Islands Cap Sites and the
Islands Community Development Association

Who are these people…and where are they?  This photograph was
discovered in the old Haines building on Water Street in Freeport.
If you know who they are, give us a call.  If you have an old photo
for our contest, we’d love to see it.

What’s going on with the CAP sites?
  Just over a year ago, a number of people from Westport, Freeport,
and Tiverton got together to apply for a CAP grant.  That’s
government talk for Community Access Program.
   What it really means is they gave us about $30,000 dollars to buy
some very nice computers, so that people in our communities could
have access to them without having to shell out a lot of money to buy
their own computer.
   The computers are hooked up to the Internet.  That means they can
be used for everything from email (that’s electronic mail) to doing
research for school projects, to just “surfing the net.”
 But they can do a lot more.  The computers have some very nice
programmes on them, so you can learn to do accounting, create
quilting patterns, or lay out a newsletter…like this one.
    So, we got our money…we got our computers…but unlike the
movie Field of Dreams, nobody came…or very few came.

 (continued on page 2)

Inside:  planning a
hiking trail

Do you know these women?  This photo was discovered in the old Haines
building on Water Street in Freeport.  If you know them, give us a call.
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Creating a hiking trail from Western Light to Point Prim

    Imagine being able to hike all the way from Western
Light on Brier Island to Point Prim Light near Digby.
    That dream may become a reality.  The Long and
Brier Islands Community Development Association
has put in a proposal to the Department of Tourism and
Economic Development for funding for such a trail.
   The plan was developed with the Digby Neck
Community Development Association.
  It calls for the trail to be developed over the next five
years, with certain sections completed each year.
  In the first year, the trail from Northern Light to Seal
Cove on Brier Island would be improved with better

signs,  benches for people to sit and enjoy the view, and some boardwalks where the trail passes over
marshy areas.
  On Long Island, phase one would see a proper trail developed from Beautiful Cove to Cow Ledge.
Once again, there would be benches, signs, some parking areas, and gravel and boardwalks where
needed.
  On the Neck, the proposal calls for a section to be completed from Centreville to Sandy Cove, going in
behind Lake Midway, and past TR’s falls.
  While the trails will be great for use by those of us who live on the Islands, they should also help attract
more tourists during the summer months…and perhaps encourage them to stay longer in our area.
 The proposal was submitted February 12.  We should hear something in about a month.
 If you’d like more information about the trail…please call Andy Moir at 839 2337.

What is the ICDA anyway?
  About a year ago, there was a meeting in Tiverton.  It
was called to see what we could do to create more
economic activity down here on the Islands.
  There were several government types there, and
Gordon Balser, the MLA.
  There were also a lot of very good ideas that came out
of the meeting as to what we could be doing.
   Just about every Friday night since then, a group from
Westport, Freeport, and Tiverton have been meeting to
help develop some of the ideas…and to come up with
some new ones.
   In order to deal directly with government (and to apply
for funding), we had to incorporate as a Society…thus,
The Long and Brier Island Community Development
Association was hatched.
  The meetings…and membership…are open to the
public.  We’d dearly love to get more people
involved…so we can push for even more development
on the Islands.
 Sound interesting?  Call Levena Crocker at 839 2043.

CAP site…con’t.  from page one

 In the last couple of months, people on the
CAP committee have been running a series
of meetings to explain what can be done
with the computers…and why anyone
should care.
  So far, we’ve met with Seniors groups in
all three villages, the Fundy Search and
Rescue, and others.
 And we’d be delighted to show you.
  The guy to call is Jimmy Outhouse in
Westport.  His number is 839 2913.  He’ll
put you in touch with someone who knows
his bit from a byte.
 By the way, one of the goals of the CAP
sites is to publish an electronic bulletin
board.  Just think…rather than calling all
over the place to see if someone can pick
something up for you in Digby, you could
just make an electronic posting.
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The search for a new doctor…what’s happening, what’s not

Why are we having such a hard time
finding a doctor for our clinic?

 by Edwina Crocker

  Once again the search is on for a full time physician for
the Islands Medical Center.
  Some have deemed this task as impossible.  They look
to our location, our distance from urban amenities, and
our isolation as reasons for not wanting to set up a
practice on Long Island.
  The volunteers who make up the Islands Medical
Society think otherwise.  The reasons mentioned above
are the very reasons why a doctor might want to set up
his or her practice on the Islands.
  The main recruiting plan for the Islands Medical
Society is to let the natural beauty, and the sense of
community carried by the residents of the Islands sell
the area.
  The Department of Health for the province is providing
the monetary funding with contract incentives and rural
isolation pay to entice a physician to set up practice in
small communities.
  With the help of the Nova Scotia Medical Society, the
Dalhousie Medical School, and the Department of
Health information about the islands and details of our
practice have been given to a long list of newly
graduating physicians.
  We are listed in the NS Medical Society's Practice
Opportunities Booklet as needing a full time doctor.
  We are also making use of today’ technology by using
the Internet.  When finished, our web site will give us
contact with the rest of the country.
  Although we know that rural practice is not for
everyone, the Islands Medical Society feels that there
will be someone who would love to practice here and
enjoy the quiet life of the Islands.

A new paramedic for the Islands
by Arden Derby

 Long & Brier Islands Ambulance is
pleased to welcome Leon Bootland into
our staff and our community.
   Leon is a Level 3 Paramedic  He  will be
practicing in our area in concert with our
present staff to increase the level of care
you receive from the ambulance service.
  Before moving here, he worked and
resided in Toronto, where he worked with
the Metro Toronto Ambulance service
  Leon was born in Victoria, British
Columbia and has lived in such places as
Annapolis Royal.
    His interests include fishing and small
boats. You can find Leon soaking up the
view of  Northeast Cove on Water Street in
Freeport.
  We’ll have more about Leon and his
new responsibilities in a future edition of
passages.  Know some one new to the community?

Is there a story you’d like to tell?  Or a story you’d
like to know more about.
  Do you have a poem, or a photo, or just something
on your mind?
  Passages is for and about the people of Long and
Brier Islands.  Give us a call.
 Andy Moir, editor.  839 2337
 Published by the Long and Brier Islands
Community Development Association and the CAP
project.

 Have you got a good idea for a business,
or a community project?  The Islands
Community Development Association is
interested in hearing about it, and may be
able to help.  Call Jim Thurber at 839-
2643 or Wally DeVries at 839 2339,
Levana Crocker at 839 2043 or Andy
Moir 839 2337



 Interview and photograph by Christine Callaghan
     You may have heard the story about Mac Dakin and his driving.
About the time he offered Gwen Huston a lift, and she says “I would get
in, but I’m in a hurry.”
   Someone else looked out the window once and announced, “Hey,
there’s Mac taking his truck for a walk.”
 One thing.  Mac never had to worry about getting a speeding ticket.
 Mac Dakin is the type of person who adds character to a community.

He doesn’t drive much now, but you see him out walking almost every
day.  He’s the one with the bright orange glove on his right hand.
 He was born in Westport in 19l1.

   “Same day Haley’s Comet went over.  Right within 15 minutes.  It
went right over the last day of ’11. and I was born the last day in ’11,
30th of January.”
 Mac lives in Freeport now.  He’s spent all but a short period of his life

on these Islands.  The other day, he sat down to tell some stories about
his life here…about his boat being hit by lightning, about seeing Charles
Lindbergh fly over on his first trans-Atlantic flight, and many others.
      Mac started fishing when he was young.  And he had some scary
experiences.
   “Like, I came up the Bay alone, of course, I was always alone, and
wasn’t it raining and pouring and lightnen, and thundering, oh my lord,
scart you to death, and the boat was filling so fast….first thing you
know, a clap of thunder again, it took the sail, ate it right to pieces, it
came down through there and knocked the bucket right out of my hands.
It didn’t hit me.  It was all over me, never touched me.  But I had a
funny feeling, I don’t know what it is.   That’s a fact, I’m not lying.  Bang!   Lightning is funny stuff.  I never had time to
argue with the lightning.  It’s quite fast.”
 He also witnessed history from his boat.
  “ I was down off Cape St. Mary’s, I don’t know about eleven miles down, toward Yarmouth.  Nice fine morning, it was.
And I’d been stopped, to save gas.   After a while I heard a little hum you know, I said that sounds like a fly.  Well I’d

never seen a plane.  I was lookin around what in the hell is going on, and I was haulin.
Finally out of the corner of my eye I looked and seen this speck comin nearer.
   “It was Charles Lindbergh, first trip around…that’s who it was.  Now I was seventeen
years old, 1928.  And he come down close, cause he saw me and he wanted to be seen.  And
he waved and I waved back at him.
  “ Spirit of St. Louis I can see her yet.  Going about 90 miles an hour, not that fast.  He

wanted to be seen, that’s why he listed her over.  Right down close, you know.  Maybe a hundred feet or so above my
head.  Quite a thrill for me.  I’d never seen a plane before.”
 And then there was a dreadful trip to the dentist.

   “Dentists was butchers, then.  I dread them, Lord.  All I can remember was hurt, everything hurt.  ‘Does that hurt?  I’d
say Yes, it hurts!  Course it hurts.’
  “They put me to sleep in Yarmouth, I had to go on the Keith Cann . They give me laughing gas.  I couldn’t see anything
to laugh about. He gimme the gas..I was only half under.   He had me down over the chair, and I had him by the throat. I
pretty near killed him.  Cause I was half-awake, you know, and he was pulling on my tooth.
 “… don’t let them tell you that dentists don’t hurt.  Just looking at them hurts.”
    Mac had lots of other stories.  About U-boats in the Bay of Fundy, about when electricity first came to the Islands,
about going to school, and about how the climate has changed over the years.
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“It was Charles
Lindbergh…he saw
me and he wanted to
be seen.”

Meet Mac Dakin…colourful stories from the Islands

  The entire transcript and tape of the interview with Mac Dakin is available from the Islands Historical
Society.  We plan to publish a profile with every edition of Passages.  Call with your ideas.



Freeport author to release third book about life on the Islands

A new book by Blair MacNeill has just gone to press and should be available for purchase early this spring. It
covers the more recent history of Freeport since the
days of Dr. Greenwood's little booklet which was
released in 1934.
 The author has researched scrapbooks, newspaper

clipping and other documents in an attempt to gather
all the "facts".
 At the same time, he has included a good many
stories and "true lies" in parts of the books in order to
make the history sections a little easier to digest.
 Let's hope it doesn't give the readers too much
indigestion and that they'll have an appetite for this,
the third book by Blair. The publication is entitled
"FACT AND FANCY", and is expected to be priced
at  less than $20.00 Canadian.  Blair has produced
two other books, Ferry Tales and Fog Burn.
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Fundy View, the family home of Blair and
Liz MacNeill, near Beautiful Cove

News from the Islands Consolidated Schools

Paris 2000 trip
  The Paris 2000 French trip group would
like to thank everyone who came out to join
in the fun at the Hawaiian Supper, especially
those who dressed for the occasion and
participated in the contests.
   Congratulations to Wendy Kinney and
Malcolm Bates who were crowned King and
Queen of Hawaii.
    Upcoming fund raising events for the
Paris trip include a Polar Bear Dip to be held
at the end of March, and a Seafood Raffle.
Tickets are $2 each or $8 for a book on five
pounds of lobster, five pounds of scallops,
five pounds of shrimp, and ten pounds of
haddock.
  By all accounts, fundraising is going well,
but more money needs to be raised.  If you
have odd jobs, hire a student.

IWK Fund Raising
   Earlier this month, Mrs. Ivens’ grade P-1
class held bake sales for the IWK.  They
raised $71, and the Student Council raised
$77.

Angels for Honduras
    Students on both Islands were busy
raising money to help the victims of
Hurricane Mitch.
   It was part of a province-wide campaign
that saw over $61,135.26 raised to help the
people of Honduras.
   Students here did odd jobs, donated recess
snack money.  This year’s Christmas concert
collection was also donated to the campaign.
  Staff also got involved, with $2.00
donations for the privilege of wearing jeans
or sweats on Fridays.
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What’s happening in your community?

Come and find out what the Long and Brier Islands Community
Development Association has been doing.

Come and hear the ideas that are being proposed to create
employment on the Islands.  Come and bring your own ideas.

On Monday, March 1, we’ll host a community meeting to answer your
questions and hear your comments.

Freeport Community Hall  8 p.m.
Please try to attend.

Pet profile:

TOESER, 10 months, orange and white

Toeser was born in the bow of a fishing boat in Freeport.
 He got his name because he has six toes on every paw!
 He, his mother, and brother and sisters were lucky;
 they all have good homes now.  But there are too many
 animals who are not so lucky - who live short, unhappy
 lives, uncared for, diseased and hungry. It's a problem
 not just here on the Islands, but throughout North America.
 And it's a problem that can easily be solved, if pet owners
 would just spay or neuter their animals.  Fixed pets are less likely to stray and fight, and are less
susceptible to certain forms of cancer.

 To have your pet featured in Pet Profile, call Chris Callaghan at 839-2337

We’d love to publish a community calendar in the next issue, and we need your help.
Please send us a schedule of your meetings, events, breakfasts, suppers, or whatever.  Let us
know if they are scheduled regularly (like the first Monday of each month, for instance)
and we’ll get it in.  We plan to publish once a month.  We’ll even put out Extras if needed.
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